
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 

The Public Works Committee met February 17, 2021, at 4:30 P.M., via teleconference in the Council 
chambers at City Hall. 
Present at the meeting in the council chambers:  Chairman Gould, Alderman Hughes, Alderman Sharp,  
Superintendent Sutherland, Blain Kurth, loss control representative, Office Manager Passage, and 
Amanda Beadles  
Present at the meeting via teleconference:   City Engineer Coulter, Alderman Jenkins  
Present via Zoom:  Luke McKiernan, Adjuster CCMSI 
The meeting was broadcasted via zoom.  
 
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public was on zoom.  
 
PURPOSE 
Cloverdale Sewer Claim -  Office Manager Passage stated that at the February 8, 2021 council meeting 
the city clerk read a correspondence from James Welter requesting that the city reimburse him for his 
deductible due to his recent sewer claim being denied.  This was referred to the public works committee 
for review.   
Luke McKiernan the adjuster who handled the sewer claim with the City’s insurance was on zoom and 
was asked to give comments regarding the sewer claim. 
Luke McKiernan addressed the committee.  He gave the background of the claim.  He stated the denial 
was based on notice and that the lift station is well maintained.   
Superintendent Sutherland stated that the city did all that they can do on behalf of the city and that is 
why the claim was denied.   
Luke McKiernan stated that the City of Chillicothe does more than most municipalities do to monitor 
sewer.  There was nothing the city could have done to prevent it.   
Superintendent Sutherland stated that the deductible is $1,000.00 and the insurance company does not 
recommend paying the deductible as it could set precedence.   
Alderman Jenkins commented that this has happened to Mr. Welter on more than one occasion and it 
just so happens that he is the lowest spot therefore; it backs up to him first and he notified the city.   He 
recommended that the city reimburse him the deductible and stated the city is going forward to update 
our technology with the lift station.  He does not believe it will set precedence as it is a rare situation. 
Luke McKiernan stated that he has found unfortunately this does happen due to being the lowest spot 
when there is multiple backs ups and the municipalities are under no duty to upgrade their systems at 
all.  He believes it is great that the city is taking that step to add the security system to alert someone 
however; there is no duty and law for the city to do this.  The fact that the city did not have that in place 
at the time of this backup does not mean you are liable for the damages.  It is very unfortunate and 
there isn’t anything else the city could have done.   
Alderman Sharp stated that anyone from that area could have flushed items in the sewer that caused 
the backup.   
Alderman Hughes asked isn’t that why we purchase insurance to protect us.   
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Office Manager Passage stated that the insurance claim was submitted to our insurance and they have 
denied the claim. 
Luke McKiernan stated they made a decision regarding the claim and you don’t like to make exception 
because it does set a precedence.  If we owed the claim they would pay the claim but in his opinion the 
city is not legally responsible for these damages.  We do have insurance to cover you when you are 
liable but when you are not liable you should not pay the claim that is why homeowners have insurance. 
You should be using the RMA funds judicially as they are taxpayer’s dollars.   
Office Manager Passage advised the city’s insurance did work with Mr. Welter’s insurance company. 
Superintendent Sutherland gave a recommendation to stay away from setting precedence, since Mr. 
Welter installed a backflow prevention valve that the city consider paying a portion of that cost.   
A discussion ensued regarding said recommendation.   
Alderman Hughes stated that he believes morally he feels obligated to pay the deductible.     
Alderman Sharp stated that we should consider offering to help him on a 50/50 basis for the backflow 
device, however he is against paying the deductible.   
Chairman Gould recommended that the superintendent go ahead and get the information regarding the 
backflow device.   
Superintendent explained how the backflow device works to prevent backups. 
A discussion ensued regarding setting precedence.   
Chairman Gould recommended that the Superintendent get the information regarding the cost of the 
backflow device.   
Alderman Jenkins stated that he sent Mr. Welter a text message asking for the cost, however; Mr. 
Welter has not responded at this time.  He stated that he does not believe it will set precedence 
however; he will go along with what the committee decides.   
Superintendent Sutherland stated he will report at the next meeting regarding the cost. 
 
MOFFITT DROP OFF SCHEDULE    
Office Manager Passage stated that it is time to set the schedule for the Landscape Waste drop off and 
asked the committee if they would like to have the schedule remain the same as last year. 
Superintendent Sutherland recommended that the schedule remain the same and stated that Mr. 
Welch will be brought back to man the drop off.  The consensus of the committee was to have the 
schedule remain the same. 
 
HIGH WATER USAGE WAIVER REQUESTS  
No requests were received. 
 
OVERLAY PROGRAM 21-22 
Engineer Coulter stated that he will defer this topic to the next public works committee meeting. 
 
LIENS 
Nothing to report 
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PROJECT UPDATE 
Engineer Coulter stated that the City will be receiving additional money from the State over a three year 
period.  The approximate amount is $400,000.  This money will be in the Motor Fuel Tax Fund and is 
called Rebuild Illinois Funds.  Illinois Department of Transportation will oversee the funds and has 
requested that the city submit possible projects for the use of said funds.  Engineer Coulter stated he 
has submitted Sycamore Street to the corporate limits and the overlay of Bradley Avenue from 
Sycamore to Truitt as possible projects.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Nothing 
 
SUMMARY 
Council Agenda Items - Nothing 
Chairman Action – Nothing 
 
After Zoom was shut down, Alderman Jenkins stated he received a text from Mr. Welter stating that the 
cost for the backflow device was $35.00 and that Mr. Welter installed it himself.  No decision was made 
regarding this.  
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully 
Dennis Gould Chairman 
 


